SELF, CONNIE
Connie is a 72-year-old woman who was recently diagnosed with a 4 cm mass, tail of the pancreas, suspicious for malignancy as well as mass in the liver and lungs. She has lost about 20 pounds. She requires medication for pain. She has a PET scan, showed lesions in the liver and kidney and also mediastinal mass noted. The biopsy of the pancreas proved to be adenocarcinoma. The patient has had interactions with primary care physician, family and oncology. The patient is anemic. Options have been discussed. Given aggressiveness of cancer and stage IV and the fact that she suffers from stage IV pancreatic cancer with CA 19 over 3000, it was decided to place the patient on hospice for pain control. The decision was made along with the patient’s primary care physician and the patient’s family member.
The patient’s overall prognosis is poor, most likely has less than six months to live. Her other comorbidities include chronic pain, nausea, vomiting, weight loss, decreased appetite, diabetes, diabetic neuropathy, DJD, muscle wasting and anemia.
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